It is recognised that some 'cosmetic' procedures can be demonstrated radiographically 1,2 but we are unaware of other reports on gold thread.
The technique (Gold Filament, Gold Lift; Remaillage; Gold Reinforcement; Gold Silk) involves the implantation of a 99.99% pure gold thread of diameter 0.1 mm to 0.5 mm into the sub-dermal skin, the concept being that gold promotes angiogenesis, as the immediate area surrounding the thread is richer in blood vessels, and the mast cells numbers around the gold thread increase over time, 3 which, it is suggested, may result in skin 'rejuvenation' . The latest Gold Thread Implantation™ is performed with 0.1 mm gold thread and purportedly requires no anaesthesia, and is associated with no pain, no haemorrhage, and no scars -and lasts 8-15 years. 4 It is occasionally used in chronic diseases (eg sinusitis, arthritis, rheumatism) 5 and in acupuncture.
The evidence base for any therapeutic efficacy, however, is slender. 6 B. Mizrahi, C. Scully By email 
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eliminates all of the above challenges. Operating otoscopes may be used for oral examination with or without speculum attached (Figs 1 and 2) . If hands-free use is required and the patient is to remain in one position for a prolonged period, a vice clamp and c-arm extension could also be used, but we have not found this necessary. Use of an operating otoscope for oral examination is the standard technique employed for all patients in our group, irrespective of oral opening. 
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